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“Faith without works is dead…” 

STATEMENT ON VOTING 

Voting is our civic duty and responsibility. It is the foundation of our democracy. Voting 
in our nation provides us the opportunity to voice our opinions, beliefs and values. It’s 
our way to hold elected officials accountable for their conduct while in office, and it 
prevents a minority from dictating the policies of a majority.

This Tuesday, November 6th, 2018, is “Election Day” around America.  It is imperative 
that YOU go to the polls and vote to make a difference in for our country. By casting your
vote, you tell the world that you care about who leads this country and who sits in the 
seats of political power office to direct the policies which impact all of us.  By casting 
your vote, you let the world know that you care about who carries the baton of justice 
for all of our people.  

This is a critical juncture. During this midterm election we MUST decide who has 
concern, care and compassion for those who are marginalized, disenfranchised and on 
the fringes of society. This election is about who can carries the baton for equality in the 
workforce, ensuring that equal jobs and equal pay. This election is about who carries the
baton to protect and shield our youth and senior citizens. This election is about health 
care, affordable housing, education, public safety, workforce equality and opportunities 
for small and large businesses. 

Are we not our brother’s keeper? We must GET OUT TO VOTE because our vote 
represents that which holds the fabric of our City, States and Nation together with a 
common thread of care and compassion for the least, lost and left out. and the lost.
 
My prayer is that you as members of the Western Episcopal District VOTE. VOTE for a 
more united America.  Your VOTE is important. It can help knock down the walls in this 



nation that divide us. It can knock down the barriers of economic, racial, social and 
cultural barriers which divides...

We must strive like Nehemiah on the wall, like Moses for his people, like Deborah for her
country, like Esther for her people as they worked towards their quest to have a better 
and brighter day. Therefore, as the Book of James illustrates, “faith without works is 
dead,” and our work on Election Tuesday is to vote and help others to get to the polls, to
ensure that those who have voted, have not been hindered in the process and to make 
sure that everyone in our reach, votes.

 
So Western Episcopal District AME Zion and beyond, let’s rise up with a new and greater
sense  of  readiness,  responsibility  and  belief.  From  California  to  Arizona,  let’s  VOTE!
From Oregon to Alaska, let’s  VOTE!  From Colorado to the state of Washington, let’s
VOTE! Let’s get the “Souls to the Poll” tomorrow and VOTE!

Let’s DARE TO BELIEVE and VOTE
 

 
Anointed to Serve,
Bishop Staccato Powell
 

“ …this is one of those pivotal moments when every one of us, as citizens of the United States, need to
determine just who it is that we are, just what it is that we stand for.” 

 – President Barak Obama


