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Dare to Believe! 

Statement on Alaska Earthquake Disaster 

…in all these things, we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.
- Romans 8:37

Today, the Missionary Supervisor and I along with the entire Western Episcopal District were startled
as news broke about the earthquake in Alaska. Without warning, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake struck
near Anchorage Alaska and rocked the area resulting in crumbled roads, cut off highways, collapsed
bridges,  down  power  lines,  destroyed  communication  signals,  grounded  commercial  flights,  shut
down gas line, shattered homes, splintered building, and frightened people. The state infrastructure
has been compromised and there were warnings of a possible tsunami – all of which has led to major
concerns regarding recovery and safety.   

While the impact of this unexpected earthquake was devastating, the entire scope of the damage has
yet to be determined. However, in all of the bad news, there exist good news. The initial assessment
found that the earthquake was not deadly. We rejoice that there were no fatalities! Praise God! For
He is good and His mercy endures forever. 

During this trying and difficult time, we call upon those who believe in the power of prayer.  Let us
pray for our brothers and sisters in Anchorage, Alaska and be prepared to aid in the recovery efforts.
Let us pray the aftershocks are minimal and the return to normalcy is swift and without hardship. Let
us pray for the safety of all who are traumatized from the enormity of this natural disaster. Let us pray
for the recovery team, government officials and others in the days, weeks and months ahead who are
charged with repairing the damage and cleaning up the destruction left behind.  Let them not grow
weary in their doing. Let us pray for our faith leaders as they assure those affected of God’s divine
presence, protection and provision. May He grant His peace, which passes all understanding.   

As we are our brothers’ keepers, let us be prepared to move from prayer to action to help in very
tangible  ways  with  the  relief  work.   We have  been  in  touch  with  our  pastors  in  Anchorage  and
Fairbanks  and will  continue to reach out  to them in the  coming days  to  determine how best  to
support them in addressing the pressing needs of the area.  The Missionary Supervisor and I  are
calling upon each conference of the Western Episcopal District to establish an emergency disaster
relief ministry to help provide much needed supplies and resources for recovery. 

We dare to believe in the providential care and covering of the triune Godhead. 
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In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Roman 8:37-39


